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Report of the President 
Richard Hughes 
 
The year 2017 must go down in history as the year of anniversaries and the Historical Society 
made special efforts to bring to the people of the Quinte Area a long list of spectacular events to 
mark them. We know that Hastings County, from the shores of the Bay of Quinte to the very top 
of the Hastings Highlands, is crammed with amazing stories from our rich past: the colourful and 
dynamic people, the spectacular events and the determined and resilient communities that laid 
the foundations for all of us.  
 
In one year we marked Canada’s 150th birthday, Belleville’s 200th anniversary, the Historical 
Society’s 60th and the Commodores’ Orchestra’s 90th - all in 2017.  The centrepiece was the 
development and unveiling of five brass historical plaques in the Downtown of Belleville. For 
the 200th anniversary of the naming of Belleville, and against the background of the newly 
reconstructed downtown, the Historical Society celebrated key events of the past 200 years – the 
original firehall, the great floods of the Moira River, Mrs. Simpsons Tavern where Belleville was 
born, the Pinnacle St. Railway and the Griffin Opera House.   
 
In July, we celebrated Canada’s 150th birthday by bringing Sir John A. and Lady Agnes 
Macdonald, live, to the O’Hara Mill Heritage Day.  The setting of the old farmstead surrounded 
by great pine forests was a perfect venue to welcome Sir John waving from a horse-drawn 
wagon.  His rousing speech brought the audience back 150 years to fully appreciate how our 
country was created.  
 
In September, we celebrated the Marchmont Home on Moira St. West, which welcomed to 
Belleville 10,000 orphaned and derelict British Home Children and placed them in new Canadian 
homes. A brass plaque was unveiled in a partnership with the British Home Child Group 
International to the delight of a large crowd, including many descendants of these home children.  
 
In October, the Society brought a double-barreled spectacle to mark the Commodores 
Orchestra’s 90th anniversary.  The annual banquet was set under the wing of the great Halifax 
bomber at the Air Force Museum and a capacity crowd was entertained with the powerful and 
emotional rhythms of the big band. A highlight of the evening was the launch of the new book 
published by the Society, The Commodores Orchestra: Dance of the Decades. 
 
Along with these special projects, the Historical Society carried on its long-term programs 
including two historical bus tours to North Hastings, participation in the special Canada Day 
events, and the very successful Public Presentations at Maranatha which brought eight excellent 
speakers to entertain and inform large audiences.  
 
The Historical Society aims to serve the entire community by giving life and emotion to our 
heritage – putting our history into the hands of every resident.  An important means of doing this 
is through the Publications for Sale program.  The Society offers over 30 titles of local history at 
very reasonable prices.  Books are available at the Community Archives or through the Society’s 



website. Other vehicles for developing and promoting our heritage include the monthly 
newsletter, Outlook, which provides news of coming events, reports, announcements, and a wide 
range of stories from our past.  Also, the Society’s website, www.hastingshistory.ca presents a 
wealth of information to the public on every aspect of the Society’s work.  

…………. 
 
Report of the Community Archives 
Archivist Amanda Hill 
 
2017 has been a busy year for the Community 
Archives, with some large accessions of 
material from the City of Belleville and the 
Townships of Madoc, Tyendinaga, and 
Stirling-Rawdon and a significant collection of 
records from novelist, politician, and former 
Belleville resident Sir Gilbert Parker.  
 
The table below summarizes the activities 
within the Archives, with 2016’s figures in 
parentheses for comparison. 
 
Visits to the archives by researchers 641 (578) 

Items delivered to researchers 93 (138) 

Emails/phone queries answered 545 (333) 

Volunteer hours donated 3,859 (4,093) 

Archival descriptions available online at 
http://discover.cabhc.ca  

7,817 (2,487) 

New accessions received 110 (101) 

Images added to Flickr: http://flickr.com/cabhc  2,312 (1,832) 

Views on Flickr 617,571 (204,363) 

Blog posts published at http://cabhc.ca/  280 (266) 

Blog views 13,741 (5,512) 

Facebook fans (facebook.com/CABHC)  153 (105) 

Twitter followers (@CArchivesBHC) 215 (134) 

 
Outreach Events: We have also been busy reaching outside the walls of the Archives, with a 
monthly newsletter, regular blog posts, Facebook and Twitter updates, and a variety of talks, 
tours, and displays. 

Large accession of records from Stirling-Rawdon, December 2017 



Programs Committee 
Jim Kennelly 
 
One of the key, on-going programs of the Historical Society is the series of public presentations, 
held at Maranatha on the third Tuesdays of the month, excluding June, July, August and 
December. These events bring interesting and informative guest speakers on topics of local 
history to an ever-growing audience.  In 2017 the events were: 
-January: Author Jane Simpson on her book Soldier, Settler, Sinner The Remarkable Journey of 
Charles McDonald 
-February: HCHS Director Bill Kennedy on the history of Canada’s Maple Leaf Flag 
-March: HCHS Director Orland French on the 100th Anniversary of Canada’s Coming of Age at 
Vimy Ridge 
-April: CABHC Archivist Amanda Hill on the 100th Anniversary of the Opening of the 
Deseronto Air Camps 
-May: Author John Boyko on his book Blood and Daring: How Canada Fought the American 
Civil War and Forged a Nation.  
-September: Author Stephen Duff on his book Hunter of Dreams – A Story of the Underground 
Railway 
-October: Historian Mary Kavanagh on Bancroft – Then and Now a history of Bancroft through 
the years 
-November: Filmographer Doug Knutsen and author Peggy Dymond Leavey on The Movie 
Years – the 100th Anniversary of Trenton as Hollywood North.  
 
 
Historical Bus Tour Committee  
Mary-Lynne Morgan 
 
Due to the passing of long-time organizer, Bill Hunt, in late December 2016, the Bus Tour 
Committee for the 2017 trip consisted of Orland French (research and commentary) and Mary-
Lynne Morgan (advertising, ticket sales and general administrivia).  We were indebted to Orland 
for stepping in to fulfil the research and commentary functions.  The team approach continued to 
prove especially useful on the day of the trip when Orland was free to concentrate on his 
commentary and Mary-Lynne handled ticket taking, payment to the lunch providers and 
generally kept the trip on a tight schedule.  As in previous years, we produced a hand-out booklet 
that was given to each ticket holder on the day of the trip.  It included the itinerary, maps, details 
on each location and archival photos.   
 
Once again we sold out two 56-passenger buses.  Some of the credit for this may lie in extended 
and early advertising.  Verbal announcements at the November and January HCHS public 
presentations, coverage in the Outlook and QAC Umbrella and email notices to the various area 
print, broadcast and online media generated such a demand that the original bus tour was sold 
out in mid-February and the second tour by early April.  
 
In an effort to capitalize on Orland’s extensive knowledge of Lennox and Addington, we decided 
to concentrate on that area for the 2018 bus tours.   Our Adventure in LA LA Land will include 



stops at Flinton, Northbrook, Bon Echo, Tamworth and Newburgh among other locales.  Most of 
the planning and making contacts with local resource people has been completed, and the buses 
booked for May 26 and June 9 in 2018. 
 
The annual bus tours are not only a good source of revenue to assist the Society in carrying out 
its many programs, but also a great way to reach a new constituency, many of whom later attend 
monthly presentations and become members of the Society. 
 
 
Public Relations (Print/Broadcast and Internet Media) 
Mary-Lynne Morgan 

 
The Public Relations coordinator is responsible for sending out all email advertising and for 
reporting on the monthly public presentations and special events of the Hastings County 
Historical Society.  
 
One of the ongoing chores in 2017 involved constantly updating email contact lists, since media 
outlets continue to become even more highly concentrated. As in the previous year, throughout 
2017 several local outlying newspapers disappeared altogether or were consumed in larger 
conglomerates.  In general, the number of local media workers continues to shrink to the point 
that they are heavily overworked, and demand very specific ways of submitting information, 
especially for the various print media.  Similarly, Quinte Arts Council has also developed a do-it-
yourself entry system for its weekly calendar of events. I continue to add electronic sites for our 
monthly media announcements. I regularly input information onto six online sites, which 
involves re-typing the same information six different times each month!!! 
 
Due to the summer Historical Plaque project in which unveilings took place approximately every 
two weeks, there was considerably more publicity work throughout summer 2017 than in 
previous years. 
 
Articles were submitted for several issues of the HCHS Outlook and Quinte Arts Council 
Umbrella.  Email notices were sent out for each monthly public presentation, the bus tour, the 
annual banquet and other special events to all area weekly and daily newspapers, quarterly 
magazines, and various selected websites, as well as all area radio/TV outlets.  Since media 
outlets are required by law to provide Public Service Announcement space, I always sent brief 
PSA format notices as well as longer descriptive articles to get our information into Coming 
Events listings both in print and on radio and local TV. 
This broader coverage has led to a continuing increase in the attendance at monthly public 
presentations and the annual bus tour over the past year. 
 
 
 
 
 



     
Education Committee 
Bill Kennedy 
 
During 2017 a number of presentations were made to various organizations in Belleville and 
Hastings County pertaining to county history and the history of the Canadian flag. Participated in 
the placing of historical plaques throughout Belleville during the summer months. Worked with 
President Hughes and Mayor Christopher on a program for school children to help them learn 
about Belleville’s past. Participants will be required to locate and read the Downtown historical  
plaques and answer questions for each one in a special “Passport”. This program will be held in 
early 2018 and students returning completed and correct “Passports” will stand to win prizes.  
Prepared articles on two historic Belleville citizens [Mackenzie Bowell and George Benjamin] 
for the city’s 200th anniversary edition of Belleville magazine. Participated in period costume at 
the O’Hara Mill Heritage Day celebration upon the visit of Sir John A. Macdonald.  
 
 
 
Outlook Newsletter  
Donna Fano, Co-editor 
Laurel Bishop, Co-editor 
 
The nine issues of volume 22 of Outlook, the illustrated newsletter of the Hastings County 
Historical Society, were published during 2017 in the months January to June and September to 
November. The newsletter serves to keep members up to date on public presentations and special 
events held by the Society such as the unveiling of a number of historical plaques in downtown 
Belleville during the summer. In June, a Confederation edition was published in honour of 
Canada’s 150th anniversary. In addition, Belleville’s 200th birthday and the Historical Society’s 
60th year were duly noted.  
Bill Kennedy provided summaries of the monthly public presentations, while Laurel Bishop 
continued the series “On the Home Front,” excerpts from The Intelligencer in 1917 giving a 
picture of Belleville and vicinity during the First World War. Readers are encouraged to 
contribute articles on historical topics concerning Hastings County as long as they have not been 
previously published elsewhere. Readers are also encouraged to suggest topics for future articles.  
 
 


